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PRACTICAL INFORMATION FOR EXPORTERS TO LATIN AMERICA. 



X The International Bureau of the American Republics is in receipt 

^ of constant inquiries as to the consular fees and shipping regulations 

of the countries to the south of the United States. 

The requests for practical information, in a succinct form, are 
daily increasing with the greater and ever growing interest in the 
markets of Mexico, the West Indies, Central and South America^ 
and the publication by the Bureau of the following data as to each 
of the Latin American Republics, gathered from official sources, will 
surely be useful to the thousands of merchants and manufacturers 
of the United States. 

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

A certificate of origin is required, in Spanish. It must be made 
by the exporter, signed by him, and certified by the Consul at the 
shipping port. No charge is made for the certification. The only 
object of this certificate or declaration is to provide the Argentine 
custom-houses with exact data for their statistics; it is sufficient to 
state the complete list of the articles shipped and to mention the 
origin, without mentioning the values or weight. 

The charge for certifying a bill of lading is $1 for the first copy 
and 50 cents for each of the other two, or $2 in all. 

For samples or small packages of merchandise not valued at more 
than $10 a " parcel receipt " may be taken out ; the cost of legalizing 
this parcel receipt is 50 cents; no certificate of origin need accom- 
pany it. 

Charge for certifying the manifest, 2 cents per ton up to 2,000 tons, 
and 1 cent for each additional ton. 

Charge for issuing a passport to Argentine citizens, $2; for cer« 
tifying it, $1. 

Charge for legalization of signatures, $2. 

BOLIVIA. 

The following are the most important points to be borne in mind 
by the shippers to Bolivia : 

CONSULAR FEES. ' 

Certification of each set of consular invoices whose value does not 
exceed $200, $3 ; $200 and upward, 2 per cent. 

No charge for certifying bills of lading. - .' *^ 

(3) 



LEGALIZATION OF DOCUMENTS. 

Each one, $2.50. 

SELLING OF BLANKS. 

The consular blank invoices must be bought at the office of the 
C9nsulate. One set of five copies, 90 cents ; one set of four copies, 75 
cents. 

OTHER REGULATIONS. 

No through bills of lading. The shipments may be made in transit 
to Bolivia for Chile, Peru, Brazil, Argentine Republic, and Monte- 
video (Uruguay). 

On shipments to Bolivia, via MoUendo, Peru, five copies of consular 
invoices are required and four copies in the shipments via Para and 
Manaos (Brazil), Rosario, and Buenos Aires (Argentine Republic), 
Antofagasta, and Arica (Chile), Montevideo (Uruguay). 

Only one copy of each set is given back to the shipper. The others 
are kept by the Consul. 

Firearms, cartridges, etc., may be shipped without permission of 
the Consul. Consignees, however, must obtain a permit from the 
Bolivian Government. 

The consular invoice must be written in Spanish and must be 
accompanied by the bills of lading and the necessary documents to 
prove the exact market value of the merchandise declared. 

In the consular invoice must be stated the name of the consignee 
at the place of transhipment, and also the name of the consignee in 
the city or town in Bolivia which is to be the ultimate destination 
of the merchandise. 

The gross weight in kilograms (1 kilogram=2.2046 pounds) must 
be marked on every package and stated also in the invoice. 

Special care must be taken that in shipments via MoUendo, Peru, 
each package must have, besides the regular marks, the following 
marked in big letters : " En transito a Bolivia." 

This measure has been adopted for the purpose of expediting the 
landing of freight in the port of Mollendo and its separation and 
entry into the respective warehouses. 

If the price declared in the consular invoice is evidently less than 
the true value of the merchandise, the Government may confiscate 
the said merchandise at the declared value, paying at once that value 
and selling it at auction. 

BBAZIL. 

A consular invoice in triplicate is required. The first copy must 
be hand.w/'itten or typewritten in indelible ink and must be stamped 
:-<l>eEi*'}hfeihg certified by the Consul. The other two copies may be 
copied in any way whatever, provided they are easily read. 



If there be no Consul at the shipping port or place from where the 
merchandise is forwarded, the consignees are obliged to take the 
merchandise out of the Brazilian custom-houses on presentation of 
two copies of the commercial bills, one must remain in the files of 
the custom-house after being stamped witji a stamp of the same value 
as that of the bill and the other copy will be forwarded by the custom- 
house to the Bureau of Commercial Statistics. 

No consular invoices will be necessary for — 

(a) Parcels by post from countries with which Brazil has treatiesL 

(b) Parcels by post or samples the value of which does not exceed 
$50, including freight, commissions, and packing; when the parcels 
are of greater value they will be subject to custom-house duty in the 
same form as other merchandise. 

The description of the merchandise can be made in English, but 
to take it out of the custom-house the consignee must present a trans- 
lation of the invoice made by a public or private translator. 

The exporters can use printed consular invoices with a translation 
between lines, provided the form and the contents of the model are not 
changed. 

The Consuls furnish models of the invoice blanks. 

The legalizations of the invoices must be made by the Consuls at 
the shipping ports or the place from where the merchandise comes* 

The charges are $1.65. 

CHILE. 

The consular invoices must be in Spanish or English, in four 
copies certified by the Consul of the shipping port. 

The charges are $1 for an invoice the value of which does not 
exceed $200; if it exceeds this sum, a charge is made of one per 
thousand; but for the estimated charges the excess is calculated on 
the basis of $50 unities. An invoice of $200.01 pays the same as one 
of $250. The certifying of an invoice is $1 ; of the manifest, 2 cents 
per ton up to 2,000 tons ; above that nothing extra ; legalizations, $2 ; 
a power of attorney, $3 ; a passport, $3. A set of four invoices costig 
25 cents. 

COLOMBIA. 

A consular invoice is required, in the Spanish language and in 
four copies. 

Commercial invoices for the purpose of consular certification are 
divided into four classes, namely : 

First class. — Invoices in which only the following articles are noted: 
Iron, steel, copper, zinc, or wood intended for machinery for indus- 
trial purposes, railroads, steamers, electric light, telephone, telegraphy 
printing establishments, glass and earthenware factories, woven cloth 



mills, always when by official decree obtained from the Minister of 
Finance of Colombia they are declared of public benefit. 

Second class. — Invoices, the value of which does not exceed $200. 

Third class. — Invoices, the value of which exceed $200, but does 
not exceed $500. 

Fourth class. — Invoices, the value of which is greater than $500. 

CHARGES. 

Certification of invoices of the first class $9 

Certification of invoices of the second class 18 

Certification of invoices of the third class 24 

Certification of invoices of the fourth class 30 

For each $1,000 or fractional part thereof in excess of the first $1,000 30 

« 

An additional charge of 20 cents (stamp tax) is imposed on each 
set of consular invoices and on each set of bills of lading. The extra 
charge on the bills of lading to Barranquilla and Cartagena ports is 
paid by the shipper to the steamship companies. When the original 
invoice consists of more than one sheet, 20 cents is charged on each 
sheet of the original invoice. 

Shippers must state precisely on consular invoices the weight and 
value of each of the different articles enumerated in the invoice, even 
when these articles are of the same substance, quality, etc., or are 
considered as belonging to the same class in the custom-house tariff. 

The charge for steamers' manifests will be made at the rate of $15 
for the first 100 packages and $3 additional for each 100 packages or 
fraction thereof in excess of the first 100. 

When goods are sent unpacked, 1,000 kilograms is considered one 
package of constructive material ; with other merchandise the weight 
of 80 kilograms is considered a package. Animals of large size are 
also considered each one as a package. 

The legalization of signatures costs $2. 

A declaration must accompany the invoice, under oath, that the 
merchandise to which it refers are for the person only on whose ac- 
count it is shipped and that the invoice does not include any articles 
for any other person. 

COSTA BICA. 

Consular invoices must be in- Spanish and in quadruplicate. 

Packages may be marked with either stencil or brush. 

The Consul does not require to see the bills of lading. 

The Consul keeps three copies of the consular invoices. 

Goods may be consigned either " direct " or to " order." 

All weights and measures must be in the metrical system, but they 
need not be marked on the packages. 

A special permit from the Consul is necessary in order to ship 
cartridges, firearms, etc. 



Separate consular invoices must be arranged for each different 
mark, even when shipped to the same consignee. 

Invoices of shipments for Port Limon must be presented before 
10.30 a. m. on steamer's sailing day; otherwise a fine of 50 cents is 
incurred. 

The charge for a set of four consular blanks is 10 cents, and no 
charge is made for certification of consular invoices. 

No passport is required to go to Costa Eica. 

Legalizations of signatures on all other documents, $3. 

CUBA. 

A shipper's billhead is sufficient as an invoice, but invoice blanks 
are for sale at the consulates at 10 cents per set of four. 

The invoices must be made on firm and durable paper in indelible 
ink. If typewritten, the original copy must be presented at the con- 
sulate. The invoices must state the name of the shipper and consignee, 
name of the vessel, marks and numbers, description of merchan- 
dise and the materials of which it is composed, gross and net weights, 
detailed price and total value, including the expenses incurred by 
the merchandise up to the time it is packed and ready for shipment. 
Particular care must be taken to make a full statement of the mate- 
rials which compose the merchandise. At the end of the invoice 
the following declaration must be signed, in Spanish, in order to 
enjoy the advantages of the reciprocity treaty : 

Declare que soy el (fabrlcante, productor 6 vendedor) de las mercanclas rela- 
cionadas en la presente factura y que es cierto que los precios y demfi^s par- 
tlculares que en ella se eonsignan, y que las mercanclas contenidas en dlcha 
factura son productos del suelo 6 de la industria de los Estados Unidos de 
America. 

If the product is not of the United States the last part of the decla- 
ration is omitted. 

No invoice will be accepted including domestic and foreign mer- 
chandise. 

Four copies of each invoice are required, three are retained at the 
consulate, one copy is sent to the Habana custom-house, one to the 
Secretary of State of Cuba, and the third filed at the consulate. Mer- 
chandise sent by registered mail must be presented with the post-office 
i-eceipt. Where there are no Cuban consuls, invoices need not be cer- 
tified, but if they are shipped via a port where there is a consulate of 
Cuba invoices must be presented by the agent of the shipper. 

The fees on invoices are : $2 on amounts from $50 up to $200 ; 10 
cents extra for each additional $100 or fraction above $50. 

No change is made for invoices of less than $50 ; but all the values 
under $50 which appear in one shipment by one seller to the consign- 
ment of the same person are added together. 



8 

The importation into Cuba of dynamite, gunpowder, and similar 
explosives is prohibited, unless the importer is able to produce a spe- 
cial authorization by the Secretary of State of Cuba. The same ap- , 
plies to the shipment of cartridges (of over .22 caliber) rifles, and all ■ | 
other kinds of firearms. 

Merchandise shipped from the United States and consigned to 
parties residing in a seaport of Cuba where there is no Cuban custom- 
house, is not allowed to land without a written permit issued by the 
collector of customs of the nearest port. 

The charge for certifying a manifest is $5. ; 

The charge for the legalization of signatures, $3. 

The charge for a passport, $3. ' 

DOMINICAN BEPUBLIG. 

Invoices must be presented at the consulate in quadruplicate ac- 
companied by four copies of bills of lading not after 10 o'clock of 
the sailing day. Said invoices must contain : 

1. The name of the shipper and that of the owner of the mer- 
chandise ; that of the person or consignee to whom the goods are sent ; 
the port of shipment and the port of destination; the class, nation- 
ality, and name of the ship and her captain. 

2. The mark, number, and gross weight of each package. 

3. Net weight, measure, and quality of the contents of each pack- 
age with destination of the number of pieces or packages of each 
kind that each package may contain. 

4. The real value of the merchandise in general according to the 
market price on the day of presentation of the invoices ; and 

5. That the invoices shall not include goods from more than one ' 
importer. 

The package of the same contents, weight, and form indicated (or 
marked) with the same mark or number, may be included in the same 
consignment. 

All the invoices should be accompanied by their respective bills of 
lading in which shall be set down the marks, number of packages, 
and net weight. < 

If the parties interested declare their ignorance of the Spanish : 

language, they must advise the Consul, who, in that case, will accept ' 

the invoices in a foreign language, but said invoices must have all i 

the necessary requirements. These invoices should be sent to the cor- 
responding custom-houses, whose interpreter shall translate the same, * 
charging the parties interested at the rate of $i for the first 40 lines, 
and 4 cents for each additional line. » 

Firearms, cartridges, etc., can not be shipped except by permission 
of the Government to the consignee. 



The captain of the vessel must present to the consulate four copies 
of manifests for each port, stating therein the mark, number, gross 
weight, kind, and contents of packages ; name of place where the 
goods were produced, shippers, and consignees. The gross weight 
must be in figures and letters. 

The charge for the certification of a set of four invoices accom- 
panied by four copies of bills of lading is as follows : 

$1 to $50 $1 

$51 to $200 2 

$201 to $1,000- 3 

$1,001 to $2,000 4 

$2,001 to $4,000 5 

For each additional $1,000 over $4,000 1 

For more than four copies of invoices and four copies of bills of 
lading there will be collected a supplement of half the charges paid 
on the four first copies. When the invoices contain goods which 
have been transshipped, the set of four invoices and four bills of lad- 
ing will cost 50 per cent less than the regular charges. In this case 
shippers must show to the Consul invoices certified by the Dominican 
Consul at the port where the said goods were shipped first. 

The charges for certification of a set of manifests (four copies for 
each port) are $6, and $3 for the set if the vessel is in ballast. Be- 
sides the charge for the certification of manifests the certification of 
the bill of health and clearance costs $2 each. 

No passport is needed. The charge for legalization is $2. 

ECUADOB. 

No special requirements as to shipping marks. 

Via Panama Steamship Company four copies of bills of lading are 
required. The gross weight in kilograms must be expressed in the 
bills of lading. Via direct steamers, bills of lading must be presented 
with consular invoices for certification. Minimum bill of lading, $5. 

Each set of invoices consists of seven copies — one copy for the 
steamship line, one for the shipper's records, and the remaining five 
to be presented to the consulate for certification ; Consul retains four 
copies. Consular invoices must be made in Spanish. Gross weight 
and net kilograms must correspond with that on bill of lading. 
Separate invoices for each different mark. 

The charge for certification of invoices under $50, $1 ; over $50, 3 
per cent of the invoice value. Additional charge is made by steam- 
ship company of 20 cents up to $50. Value of the invoice above that 
amount, six-tenths of 1 per cent of the amount. An extra charge to 
the ports of Manta, Esmeraldas, and Puerto Bolivar is made of 50 
cents per ton (weights and measurements) to cover the " mimicipal 
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tax." Bahia de Caraquez, 75 cents per ton. No charges for 
Guayaquil. 
Charge for legalization of documents, $5. 

GUATEMALA. 

The consular invoice must be in Spanish, in four copies, and certi- 
fied at the place of residence of the exporter or the nearest consulate 
of his residence. 

For certifying: 

Up to $100 $7 

Between $100 and $500 10 

Between $500 and $1,000 14 

Between $1,000 and $3,000 16 

Between $3,000 and $6,000 20 

For each additional $5,000 — 2 

The set of four invoice blanks can be had in all the consulates of 
the Republic for 20 cents. 

The invoice is not signed and sent to the Director of Customs of 
Guatemala. 

For a copy of registered documents at the consulate, by sheet, 50 
cents. 

Passport, $1. 

HAITI. 

There must be a consular invoice for every merchandise shipped 
to Haiti. Said invoices must be made in six original copies, in 
French or English, and must be certified by the Consul at the ship- 
ping ports or by a sworn oflScer in the places where there is no Consul. 
Four copies are retained by the consulate and two others handed back 
to the shipper. 

The invoices must indicate the marks, countermarks, numbers, and 
number of packages, as well as the detailed contents of every one of 
them; also their weight and cubic measurements; the price of the 
merchandise, the freight and charges, and of course must give the 
name of the shipper, the consignee, the steamer, date of sailing, ship- 
ping port, and port of destination. Each package must have a sepa- 
rate number. 

If the merchandise is to order, the name of the consignee must be 
replaced by the words " to order." 

Every invoice presented to a Consul to be certified must have at the 
end the following declaration, which must be signed by the sender or 
other person duly authorized: 

We aflarm tliat tliis invoice is a correct and faitliful expression of the truth; 
that it corresponds in every particular with our boolis; and that neither the 
usual, designation, nor the weights, nor the quantity or quality, nor the values 
naia6d tliereiix are in any way misstated or altered. 
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The want of invoice causes the merchandise to be etxported. 
In case of differences between the shipper and the consignee, the 
certified invoice of the Consul will be the only proof in case of suit. 
The certifying of the invoice is free. 

The duty of 1 per cent ad valorem is paid on the arrival in Haiti. 
The following charges are authorized: 

1. By the custom-houses of the Republic : One per cent on the total 
amount on the invoices of merchandise; one per thousand on the 
amount on the total of money invoices. 

2. The Consuls of Haiti, agents,and judges of the peace or notaries 
charge $5 for the manifest from each port of departure for a vessel 
loaded or iii ballast; $5 for the health certificate of each ship, with 
or without cargo ; and $2 for each passport issued. 

HONDTTBAS. 

The consular invoices must express: 

1. The name and residence of the shipper, class and name of the 
vessel carrying the merchandise, name of the captain, name of the 
consignee, name of the port of destination, name of the consignors, 
and date of the sailing of the ship. 

2. Marks and countersigns, number of each package, gross weight 
in kilograms (expressed in letters and numbers). 

3. The class of packages (bags, boxes, etc.). 

4. Total of the invoice, with the detailed value of each package or 
lot of packages of the same merchandise. 

5. The description of the merchandise or merchandises contained 
in each package, partial weight, and from where they come. 

7. Alcoholic power of the wines and liquors. 

8. Sworn and signed declaration of the shipper as to weight in 
kilograms, expressed figures and letters. 

The invoice must be presented in quadruplicate to consular officer 
of the place of shipment. In case there be no Honduranean func- 
tionary, the invoice is taken before one of any of the other Central 
American Republics or of a friendly nation. 

Charges for invoices: 

Not exceeding $50 $1.00 

If over $50 and not exceeding $100 2.00 

If over $100 and not exceeding $500 4. 00 

If over $500 and not exceeding $1,000 6.00 

If over $1,000, 25 cents for every $100 or fraction thereof not exceeding $5,000. 
If over $5,000, 10 cents for every $100 or fraction thereof. 

For each set of manifest $5.00 

For each bin of health 2.50 

For each clearance 1.00 

For certifying signatures.^ 5.00 
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When signatures are extended per, it is necessary that previous 
notice be given of the persons thus authorized and their signatures 
filed at the consulate. 

MEXICO. 

Invoices must be made in four copies, written in Spanish or Eng- 
lish. Place of certification, consulate-general or consulate at the 
shipping port. 

Three copies must be left in the consulate, and the copy with cer- 
tificate and receipt attached, which the Mexican official will deliver, 
is to be retained. This copy, with the consular receipt attached, 
shippers must transmit to the consignees of the goods. 

The tariff of charges will be based on the value of the merchandise 
as declared by the shipper. The value must be expressed in the 
money of the country of origin and will be converted into Mexican 
money by the Consul. 

The consular invoice must contain the mark and number of every 
package, the quantity, description, gross and net weight in American 
pounds, the total legal weight in American pounds of every one of 
them, as well as the class of merchandise, place of manufacture, and 
value in United States gold. 

Erasures, corrections, and writing between lines not allowed. 
Any noncompliance with the foregoing instructions will subject the 
importers to a fine in each case. The declarations of the " class of 
merchandise " should be in conformity with the vocabulary of the 
Mexican custom-house tariff. 

TARIFF OF CONSULAB FEES CHAB6ED. 

Manifest of vessels with cargo $9.97 

Manifest of vessels in ballast 3.99 

Certificates of any kind issued to the captains or to the shippers 

Statements of alterations on manifests or consular invoices, per set 

For each extra copy of the aforesaid documents 1. 00 

(Consular invoices covering shipments of legal coins, gold or silver, Mexi- 
can or foreign, rather than 1-peso Mexican coins, and also those cover- 
ing bank notes issued by Mexican banks, provided no merchandise 

appears on the invoice Free. 

Legalization of signatures, each 3.99 

CONSULAB INVOICES. 



From $1.00 to $49.84 $1.50 

Over $49.84 to $249.20 2. 29 

Over $249.20 to $498.40 3. 99 

Over $498.40 to $996.80 5. 23 

Over $996.80 to $1,495.20 6. 48 

Over $1,495.20 to $1,993.60 7.73 

Over $1,993.60 to $2,492.00 8. 97 



Over $2,492.00 to $2,990.40 $10. 22 

Over $2,990.40 to $3,488.80 11.46 

Over $3,488.80 to $3.987. 20 12. 71 

Over $3,987.20 to $4.485.60 13.96 

Over $4,485.60 to $4,984.00 15. 20 

Over $4,984.00 to $5,482.40 16. 45 

Over $5,482.40 to $5,980.80 17. 69 
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Over $5,980.80 to $6,479.20. $18. 94 

Over $6,479.20 to $6,977.60 20. 19 

Over $6,977.60 to $7,476.00 21.43 

Over $7,476.00 to $7,974.40 22. 68 

Over $7,974.40 to $8,472.80 23. 92 

Over $8,472.80 to $8,971.20 25.17 

Over $8,971.20 to $9,469.60 26.42 

Over $9,469.60 to $9,968.00 27. 66 

Over $9,968.00 to $10,466.40 28.91 

Over $10,466.40 to $10.964.80 30.15 

Over $10,964.80 to $11,463.20 31.40 

Over $11,463.20 to $11,961.60 32.65 

Over $11,961.60 to $12,460.00 33.89 

Over $12,460.00 to $12,958.40 35. 14 

Over $12,958.40 to $13,456.80_,_ 36.38 

Over $13,456.80 to $13,955.20 37.63 

Over $13,955.20 to $14,453.60 38. 88 

Over $13,453.60 to $14,952.00 40.12 

Over $14,952.00 to $15,450.40 41.37 

Over $15,450.40 to $15,948.80 42.61 



Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 



$15,948.80 
$16,447.20 
$16,945.60 
$17,444.00 
$17,942.40 
$18,440.80 
$18,939.20 
$19,437.60 
$19,936.00 
$20,434.40 
$20,932.80 
$21,431.20 
$21,929.60 
$22,428.00 
$22,926.40 
$23,424.80 
$23,923.20 
$24,421.60 
$24,920.00 



to $16,447.20. 
to $16,945.60. 
to $17,444.00. 
to $17,942.40, 
to $18,440.80. 
to $18,939.20. 
to $19,437.60. 
to $19,936.00. 
to $20,434.40. 
to $20,932.80. 
to $21,431.20. 
to $21,929.60. 
to $22,428.00. 
to $22,926.40. 
to $23,424.80. 
to $23,923.20. 
to $24,421.60. 
to $24,920.00. 
to $25,418.40. 



.-$43. 86 
._ 45. 11 
.- 46.36 
._ 47. 60 

- 48. 84 
._ 50.09 
.- 51.34 
._ 52.58 
._ 53.83 
.- 55.07 
.- 56.32 
._ 57.57 

- 58. 81 
._ 60.06 
._ 61.30 
._ 62. 55 
._ 63.80 
._ 65.04 
._ 66.29 



Note. — ^Double consular fees will be charged after office hours or when in- 
voices are presented forty-eight hours after the sailing of the steamer. No 
extra consular fees amounting to more than $3.99 will be charged on consular 
invoices when presented after office hours. 

NICABAGUA. 

Consular invoice (six copies) must be in Spanish. Place of certi- 
fying, residence of the shipper, or shipper port. 

CHARGES. 

Up to $100 J. $2. 50 

From $100 to $200 3.00 

From $200 to $500 5.00 

From $500 to $1,000 10.00 

Exceeding $1,000, one-fourth of one per cent on value of invoice. 

Consular blanks, per set : . 36 

Certification of each set of bills of lading 2.00 

Certification of manifest, 20 per cent of the charges collected for the legaliza- 
tion of the consular invoice. 

Certifying of a set of manifests for vessels in ballast $5. 00 

For legalizations of documents or signatures 4.00 

Only one mark can be admitted in each invoice. 



PANAMA. 

The consular invoice must be made in the Spanish language and 
in five copies. It must be certified at the shipping port. 

The tariff of charges of nine-tenths of 1 per cent on the local value 
of the invoice. A minimum of $1 will be charged for certifying 
consular invoices. 



